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Residents  Join  Battle 


Forest  Fires  Leave  Acres  of  Charred  Timber 

Wet  Weather  Helps 
Men  Quench  Flames 


THE  barber  and  lumberjack,  the  store- 
keeper and  catskinner,  the  seismic 
crewman  and  construction  worker, 
have  toiled  together  this  summer  to  form 
the  thin  line  of  defence  against  forest  fires 
which  raged  throughout  Alberta  during 
May  and  June. 

In  an  effort  to  stop  180  fires  which 
eventually  spread  through  more  than 
1,000  square  miles  of  fcrest  land,  1,500  men 
were  thrown  into  the  battle.  Some  of  these 
were  soldiers,  some  were  volunteers,  but 
the  majority  were  commandeered  by 
forestry  officials. 

The  main  body  of  firefighters  were 
employed  in  the  Valleyview,  Whitecourt, 
and  Edson  areas  where  approximately 
200,000  acres  of  fcrest  were  burned  over, 
as  fires  raced  out  of  control. 

Starting  early  in  May  the  fires  grew 
in  intensity  as  warm  winds  whipped  the 
flames  through  tinder  dry  forests.  When 
the  forest  ranger  and  his  standby  crew  of 
fighters  were  unable  to  control  the  flam- 
ing forests,  men  at  work  in  the  area  were 
taken  from  their  jobs  and  sent  into  the 
fire  camps.  Even  motorists  passing 
through  the  fire  area  could  be  conscripted 
to  help  in  the  fight  when  the  need  arose. 

Paid  35  cents  an  hour  for  their  often 
heroic  efforts,  the  men  made  their  home 
in  the  bush  until  June  rains  finally  stop- 
ped the  terrible  devastation.  Blankets  were 
issued  to  those  who  didn't  have  their  own 
bedrolls  and  sleeping  bags.  Tents  and 
bunk  houses  at  lumber  camps  were  used  for 

Continued  on  Page  8 


Crews  of  men,  carrying  waterbags 
on  their  backs,  fought  doggedly  for 
two  months  to  stamp  out  the  thou- 
sands of  smoldering  embers  that  were 
left  in  the  wake  of  fires  which 
devastated  vast  areas  of  Alberta's 
timberland. 
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Schools  May  Participate  In  Plan 
Offering  Improved  Library  Service 

ALONG  term  program  to  improve  library  facilities  serving  the  people  of  the 
province  has  been  instituted  by  the  Alberta  Government  with  the  passing  of 
the  new  Libraries  Act  during  the  last  session  of  legislature. 
The  Act  is  designed  to  encourage  the  organization  and  development  of  regional 

libraries  throughout  the  province.    These  — — ■  

and  $50,  respectively,  or  an  annual  per 
capita  grant  of  35  cents,  based  on  popula- 
tion. The  latter  instance  applies  only  when 
the  municipal  body  concerned  appropriates 
for  library  purposes  a  sum  totalling  at  least 
50  cents  per  capita. 

Municipal  libraries  in  larger  centres  will 
be  eligible  for  an  annual  per  capita  grant 
of  35  cents  to  a  maximum  of  $5,000  in  a 
city  under  40,000  persons  and  up  to  $10,000 
in  a  city  over  that  mark.  Any  city  with 
a  population  over  10,000  must  appropriate 
75  cents  per  capita  to  be  eligible  for  these 
sums. 

Regional  libraries  will  receive  an  annual 
grant  of  35  cents  per  capita  with  no  set 
maximum  amount.  To  receive  the  grant,  the 
library  district  must  receive  at  least  50 
cents  per  capita  from  participating  local 
government  units.  These  libraries,  upon 
meeting  requirements  set  by  government 
regulations,  are  eligible  to  receive  a  $1  per 
capita  establishment  grant  which  may  be 
used  for  building  book  collections,  purchas- 
ing equipment  and  hiring  special  per- 
sonnel. 

Other  special  grants  will  be  available 
to  libraries,  individuals,  institutions,  asso- 
ciations or  any  corporate  body  who  will 
provide  special  library  service  or  to  fill 
any  special  needs  or  to  meet  an  emergency. 

Another  change  in  the  Libraries  Act  now 
makes  it  possible  for  municipalities  to  levy 
a  tax  of  two  mills  for  library  purposes  in- 
stead of  the  previous  one  and  one-half 
mills. 

This  long  term  project  undertaken  by 
Alberta  is  designed  to  encourage  a  system 
of  lib  raries  which  will  bring  to  all  the 
people  of  the  province  the  recreational  and 
educational  value  of  books  when  provided 
in  infinite  variety  and  in  quantity.  In  a  few 
years  it  is  anticipated  that  the  libraries 
of  Alberta  will  rank  among  the  finest  in 
Canrrda.  • 


Force  Rat  Colonies 
Back  To  Border 


libraries,  tax-supported  and  serving  more 
than  one  municipal  district,  town  or  village, 
have  been  in  operation  in  other  parts  of 
Canada  and  in  the  United  States  for  a 
number  of  years  and  have  proven  to  be 
very  successful. 

The  new  legislation  also  allows  for  the 
formation  of  municipal  libraries  in  villages 

and  small  towns. 
These  are  supported 
by  the  towns  and 
villages.  The  forma- 
tion of  new  com- 
m  u  n  i  t  y  libraries, 
formerly  classed  as 
"association  public 
libraries"  will  not 
be  encouraged  ex- 
cept in  certain  areas 
of  the  province. 

School  divisions 
may  join  urban  and 
rural  municipalities 
to  form  a  regional 
library.  In  such  an 
organization,  a  prin- 
cipal library  would 
be  located  centrally 
in  the  region  and 
would  provide  com- 
plete service  to 
branches  which 
would  be  located  in 
the  various  towns 
and  villages. 

Each  branch  of 
the  regional  library 
would  have  a  basic 
collection  of  books. 
Additional  c  o  1  1  e  c- 
tions  would  be  cir- 
culated among  the  branches  with  each 
branch  being  allowed  to  keep  a  collection 
for  six  months. 

Provision  has  been  made  in  the  Act  for 
the  organization  in  the  future  of  a  central 
library  called  "Central  Library  Services," 
in  Edmonton.  Organized  on  the  govern- 
ment level,  this  library  would  serve  the 
populace  of  Alberta,  guide  library  develop- 
ment in  the  province,  and  administer  the 
Act. 

Municipal  libraries  in  villages  and  small 
towns  may  now  be  formed,  with  govern- 
ment approval,  by  the  council  concerned 
provided  that  the  expenditure  for  library 
purposes  will  not  exceed  $1,000.  If  the 
expenditure  proposed  is  over  $1,000,  a 
simple  majority  vote  of  the  electors  is  re- 
quired on  a  library  debenture  issue  by-law. 

Two  areas  in  the  province,  Barrhead 
and  Lacombe,  are  presently  being  given 
regional-like  services. 

In  any  particular  area,  where  a  regional 
library  may  be  formed,  existing  libraries 
will  be  encouraged  to  join  the  regional 
library  district.  There  are  24  municipal 
libraries  in  Alberta  and  125  community 
libraries. 

Existing  community  libraries  will  con- 
tinue to  receive  an  annual  matching  book 
grant  amounting  to  a  maximum  of  $300  and 
a  similar  periodical  magazine  and  news- 
paper grant  of  $50. 

Libraries  already  established  along 
municipal  lines  will  be  able  to  receive  a 
matching  book  and  periodical  grant  of  $500 


Letter  Perfect  Dialogue 
Feature  of  Jasper  Story 

No  one  is  going  to  muff  his  lines  dur- 
ing presentation  of  the  "Jasper  Story"  being 
staged  at  Jasper  July  11-21.  Those  attend- 
ing the  "historama"  more  than  once  will 
perhaps  be  amazed  at  the  fidelity  of  the 
actors  repeating  their  lines  almost  rote- 
like, night  after  night. 

There  is  good  reason  for  the  constancy 
of  rendition.  Viewers  will  be  watching 
pantomime  and  listening  to  dialogue  voiced 
weeks  previously  when  the  cast  recorded 
their  speaking  parts.  Loud  speakers  will 
be  used  to  ensure  everyone  in  the  natural 
outdoor  amphitheatre  hearing  the  taped 
voices  of  the  actors. 

The  Jasper  Story,  which  portrays  the 
history  of  Jasper  and  environs  from  time 
of  discovery  to  today  is  being  directed  by 
Jack  McCreath,  drama  director  of  the  De- 
partment of  Economic  Affairs  Cultural 
Activities  Branch.  The  script  was  written 
by  Elsie  Park  Gowan,  well  known  Alberta 
writer.  • 


The  rat  infestation  problem  in  Alberta 
has  received  constant  attention  from  Al- 
berta Government  pest  control  agencies 
with  the  result  that  fewer  than  100  colonies 
are  reported  in  the  province  at  the  present 
time  as  compared  to  over  500  in  1952. 

The  bothersome,  expensive  and  danger- 
ous pest  was  first  reported  in  Alberta  in 
1950  when  rats  moved  westward  from 
Saskatchewan.  A  steady  battle  has  been 
waged  since  that  time  to  stop  the  rats  at 
the  border. 

Control  measures  went  into  effect  in  1952 
when  professional  exterminators  were  hired 
to  eradicate  known  colonies.  Some  2,700 
farmsteads  were  visited  and  over  600  were 
found  infested.  In  1953  two  new  poisons, 
Warfarin  and  Pival,  were  introduced  into 
the  fight  and  eight  full-time  pest  control 
officers  were  engaged  to  keep  a  constant 
vigil  along  the  interprovincial  line. 

Present  known  colonies  extend  along  a 
12-mile  front  paralleling  the  Saskatche- 
wan-Alberta border  from  the  Cypress  Hills 
in  the  south  to  the  North  Saskatchewan 


River  in  the  north.  Last  year  162  colonies 
were  reported  in  an  18-mile  wide  strip. 

Warfarin  and  Pival  will  again  be  distri- 
buted by  the  government  this  year  in  an 
attempt  to  eradicate  all  the  pests.  These 
poisons  will  be  given  free  of  charge  to 
urban  centres,  municipalities  and  farmers. 
All  local  work  is  directed  in  the  control 
program  by  pest  control  officers. 

Rats  are  commonly  confused  with  the 
Muskrat  although  they  differ  in  a  number 
of  respects.  A  rat  is  usually  brown  in 
color;  about  16  inches  in  total  length  in- 
cluding a  seven-inch  rounded,  scaly  tail, 
and  weighs  about  11  or  12  ounces.  The 
muskrat  is  much  larger  with  a  flat  tail. 
It  also  has  feathered  or  "webbed"  feet 
which  a  rat  does  not  have. 

Check  points  for  rats  include  burrows, 
gnawing  on  wood,  bird-like  tracks  in  snow 
or  dust,  and  droppings.  On  farms  they 
can  be  found  in  places  which  offer  them 
shelter,  food  and  water.  Chicken  houses 
and  hog  houses  are  most  popular.  • 


Effective  this  September,  "Within  Our 
Borders"  will  once  again  start  publishing  twice 
each  month.  At  the  same  time,  there  will  be 
a  check  made  of  our  existing  mailing  lists. 
Those  now  receiving  "Within  Our  Borders" 
will  be  asked  to  signify,  on  a  form  provided, 
their  desire  to  remain  on  this  list.  If  they 
are  aware  of  others  they  believe  would  be 
interested  in  receiving  this  publication,  they 
are  asked  to  forward  the  names  of  those  people, 
with  their  addresses.  They  will  be  added  to 
our  mailing  list  promptly.  Simply  write 
"Within  Our  Borders,"  Room  502,  Legislative 
Building,  Edmonton,  Alberta." 
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Is  Community  Effort 


Can  House  40  In  New  Red  Deer  Home  For  Aged 


THE  newest  and  one  of  the  most 
modern  homes  for  the  aged  in  Al- 
berta, the  "Twilight  Lodge,"  in  Red 
Deer,  was  officially  opened  in  the  central 
Alberta  city  in  mid-May.  The  attractive 
$200,000  lodge  was  built  as  a  community 
project  to  provide  comfortable,  inexpensive 
accommodation  for  elderly  single  persons 
of  Red  Deer  and  district. 

Forty  men  and  women  will  be  accom- 
modated at  the  lodge  and  provision  has 
been  made  for  construction  of  two  more 
wings  to  house  an  additional  40  persons. 

Located  on  a  south-side  site  owned  by 
the  City  of  Red  Deer,  the  lodge  is  a  frame 
and  stucco  building,  highlighted  with  some 
brick   decorative  glass  areas  .   A  three- 


The  front  of  the  modem  $200,000 
Twilight  Lodge  at  Red  Deer  is  attrac- 
tively styled  in  glass  and  brick. 
Alberta's  newest  home  for  the  aged 
can  house  40  senior  citizens  and  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  construction 
of  two  more  wings  to  accommodate  an 
additional  40.  The  home  is  located  on 
Red  Deer's  south  side. 

storey  servicing  and  recreation  area  is  in 
the  centre  of  the  building.  The  main  floor 
contains  the  kitchen,  dining  room,  lounge 
room,  sick  bay,  an  auditorium,  library  and 
a  matron's  office.  Upstairs  are  the  quarters 
for  the  staff  of  three,  while  the  basement 
houses  a  food  storage,  furnace,  laundry 
and  other  storage  rooms  as  well  as  a 
hobby  shop. 

For  Single  Residents 

From  this  central  area  two  one-storey 
wings  arise,  one  for  male  and  the  other 
for  female  guests.  In  each  wing  are  eight 
single  rooms,  six  double  rooms,  a  bathroom 
with  showers  and  bathtubs,  a  linen  room 


and  furnace.  Married  couples  are  provided 
for  in  separate  low  cost  cottages  which 
have  been  in  operation  for  a  year. 

Guests  at  the  lodge  lead  a  plain  but 
comfortable  home  life.  They  arise  near 
7  a.m.  and  breakfast  is  served  at  8.  In 
the  morning  the  ladies  houseclean  their 
rooms  while  an  aide  cleans  the  men's 
quarters.  During  afternoons  some  guests 
go  out  for  walks,  others  sit  around  and 
chat  with  new  friends.  Following  a  whole- 
some supper  at  5  o'clock,  guests  at  the 
lodge  gather  at  one  of  the  lounges  or  the 
auditorium  to  pass  the  evening.  Music, 
games,  occasional  films  or  some  other  form 
of  entertainment  is  provided. 

A  bowling  green  is  planned  for  the 
future  and  hobby  rooms  will  be  completely 
equipped. 

Is  Self-Supporting 

The  lodge  is  self-supporting  as  guests 
pay  $75  for  single  rooms  and  $65  for 
double  rooms.  No  one,  however,  is  barred 
from  the  home  due  to  lack  of  finances  be- 
cause municipal  assistance  is  available  for 
those  in  need. 

The  Twilight  Homes  Foundation,  or- 
ganized by  the  Red  Deer  Kiwanis  Club, 
spearheaded  the  drive  for  funds  for  the 


A  general  view  of  the  Pioneer  Lodge 
at  Grande  Prairie  which  has  been  in 
operation  for  a  number  of  years,  pro- 
viding a  homey  and  enjoyable  resi- 
dence for  the  older  residents  of  the 
northern  district. 

lodge.  Such  funds  were  donated  to  the 
City  of  Red  Deer,  with  proviso  they  be  used 
for  construction  and  operation  of  the  Lodge. 
The  provincial  regulations  concerning 
grants  for  such  homes  require  that  they 
be  made  to  a  municipal  body  only,  in  whom 
title  and  control  of  the  homes  be  vested. 


Boost  Hospital  Fees  Paid 

By  Unsatisfied  Judgment  Fund 


Hospital  fees  payable  from  the  Unsatis- 
fied Judgment  Fund  to  persons  injured  in 
automobile  accidents  in  Alberta  have  been 
increased  by  over  25  percent.  The  new 
rates  were  made  retroactive  to  January  1 
and  announced  May  9. 

In  announcing  the  increases,  govern- 
ment officials  said  that  the  rates  now  con- 
form with  those  adopted  by  Alberta  hos- 
pitals early  this  year.  They  are  also  in 
line  with  rates  paid  by  other  government 
hospital  care  services. 

Any  person  injured  in  an  accident  in  the 
province  in  which  an  Alberta  licensed 
vehicle  is  involved  may  apply  for  reim- 
bursement of  the  cost  of  hospital  and  medi- 
cal care.  The  Unsatisfied  Judgment  Fund 
provides  for  payment  of  a  per  diem  rate 
while  in  hospitals  in  the  cities  of  Calgary 
and  Edmonton  of  $12.75  as  compared  to 
$8.25  previously.  Should  a  claimant 
receive  medical  attention  in  a  "B"  group 
hospital,  which  include  those  in  smaller 
cities  and  larger  towns,  he  would  receive 


$10.60  per  day  as  compared  to  previous 
$6.90.  In  smaller  hospitals,  grouped  C,  D 
and  E,  he  would  receive  $9.20,  $8.80  and 
$7.70  respectively,  as  compared  to  a  flat 
rate  of  $6.30. 

The  maximum  amount  payable  to  one 
person  remains  at  $5,000  and  the  maximum 
amount  payable  to  those  injured  as  result 
of  any  one  accident  remains  at  $10,000. 

The  Unsatisfied  Judgment  Fund  was 
established  in  April  of  1947.  Since  that 
time  a  total  of  $2,389,899  has  been  paid 
out  while  $2,319,396  was  collected  in  the 
$1  license  fees.  The  medical  payment  plan 
of  the  fund  went  into  effect  in  May  of  1953 
and  since  that  time  $490,812  has  been  paid 
out  to  those  injured  in  motor  vehicle 
accidents. 

Repayment  by  judgment  debtors  has 
amounted  to  $139,530. 

The  new  rates  apply  towards  standard 
ward  care  and  special  hospital  services, 
including  treatment,  services,  care,  tests, 
drugs  and  dressings  and  medications.  • 


Some  $18,000  was  raised  through  public 
subscription  and  an  additional  $16,000  was 
received  in  grants  from  organizations, 
clubs,  and  other  sources.  Land  for  the 
buildings  was  donated  by  the  City  of  Red 
Deer,  and  participation  by  the  Municipal 
District  of  Red  Deer  is  being  considered  to 
the  extent  of  a  possible  $10,000  financial 
interest  in  the  lodge. 

City  Gets  Loan 

Grant  from  the  provincial  Department 
of  Public  Welfare  was  $53,250.  The  City 
of  Red  Deer  obtained  a  loan  from  the  pro- 
vincial government's  low  interest  Munici- 
pal Capital  Expenditure  Loans  Act  fund 
to  the  amount  of  $75,000,  the  province  hold- 
ing the  city's  debentures. 

Recognizing  the  increasing  average  age 
level  of  population,  the  government  has 
drawn  up  a  plan  for  a  model-type  home  to 
care  for  aged  or  infirm  Alberta  citizens. 

This  plan  was  first  submitted  to  pro- 
vincial towns,  villages  and  municipal  dis- 
tricts in  1954.  At  the  present  time  there 
are  approximately  12  such  homes  in  the 
planning  stages. 

Cost  of  the  model  home  is  estimated  at 
$102,500  with  the  government  paying  one- 
third,  or  approximately  $34,000.  The  bal- 
ance would  be  financed  over  a  period  of 
years  by  the  municipality  or  municipali- 
ties in  the  plan. 


A  few  of  the  guests  spend  relaxing 
moments  in  one  of  two  modernly  fur- 
nished lounges  at  the  Red  Deer  Twi- 
light Lodge.  Left  to  right,  they  are 
J.  Axtall,  G.  McCarrather,  Mrs.  Mary 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Althea  Lee  and  Mrs.  B. 
Sutherberg. 

The  proposed  home  will  provide  accom- 
modation for  12  single  men  and  women 
and  for  six  married  couples. 

Grant  for  Maintenance 

Municipalities,  under  the  Home  for 
Aged  or  Infirm  Act,  may  be  eligible  for 
a  government  grant  up  to  60  percent  of 
the  amount  expended  by  them  in  maintain- 
ing these  indigent  aged  or  infirm  in  such 
homes. 

Where  a  number  of  villages,  towns  and 
municipal  districts  join  forces  to  build  such 
a  home,  the  cost  will  be  shared  according 
to  assessment.  Debentures  for  the  $68,750 
to  be  raised  by  municipalities  may  be 
issued  for  10  or  15  year  periods.  To  redeem 
this  debenture  issue  an  area  with  a  total 
assessment  of  approximately  $18,000,000 
would  be  required  to  raise  $7,956  annually 
for  10  years,  or  $5,758  annually  for  15 
years.  This  would  represent  a  mill  rate 
of  .442  for  each  municipality  to  redeem  the 
10-year  debentures  and  .320  to  redeem  the 
15-year  debentures. 

Complete  details  and  plans  of  the  pro- 
posed building  are  available  from  the 
Department  of  Public  Welfare,  Room  302, 
Administration  Building,  Edmonton.  • 
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Many  Lakes  and  Streams  in  Alberta  Unknown 


Ideal  Points  for  Picnics,  Camping  Trips 
Located  Close  to  Population  Centers 

MOTOR  trips  through  scenic  countryside,  fishing  expeditions  to  lakes  and  streams, 
swimming,  picnicking  and  camping,  are  pleasures  of  outdoor  life  that  lie  within 
easy  driving  distance  of  all  major  population  centres  in  the  Province.  The  fol- 
lowing list  contains  a  sampling  of  the  many  vacation  spots  at  which  a  family  can  spend 
an  enjoyable  afternoon  or  weekend.  The  designated  areas  have  been  formed  by  drawing 
a  circle  of  fifty  miles  radius  around  the  seven  most  densely  populated  areas  of  the 
Province.  With  few  exceptions,  all  vacation  opportunities  are  within  one  to  two  hours 
driving  distance  from  the  major  town  or  city  of  the  particular  area. 


MEDICINE  HAT  AREA 

Centered  in  one  of  Alberta's  richest  ranching  and 
dry-land  farming  areas.  Medicine  Hat  is  surrounded  by 
a  variety  of  lakes,  artificial  reservoirs,  rivers,  and  scenic 
drives,  that  offer  a  wide  range  of  opportunity  for  the 
weekend  vacationer.  Cypress  Hills  Park  and  Lake  Newell 
are  the  two  most  popular  resort  centres  in  the  area. 

CYPRESS  HILLS  PARK:  Elkwater  Lake  is  the  centre 
of  attraction  in  this  Park  which  is  located  21  miles 
east  and  22  miles  south  of  the  "Gas  City."  Nestled 
picturesquely  amid  tall  spruce  trees,  one  of  the  feiu 
stands  of  evergreens  to  be  found  in  the  prairies,  this 
lake  offers  fishing,  swimming,  and  camping  to  the 
traveller.  Private  cottages,  tourist  camp,  and  service 
station  are  located  near  the  beach.  Strange  formation 
of  the  Cypress  Hills  terrain  contains  rare  specimens  of 
pre-glacial  plant,  insect  and  animal  life  that  offer  in- 
teresting  opportunities  for  nature  study. 

LAKE  NEWELL:  Kinbrook  Island  Park  is  on  an  island 
in  the  lake,  nine  miles  south  of  Brooks.  The  island, 
connected  to  the  mainland  by  a  causeway,  has  private 
cottages,  public  playground,  and  picnic  facilities.  Boats 
are  for  hire  and  pike  fishing  is  very  good. 

CAVAN  LAKE:  Although  there  are  no  camping  grounds 
or  beach  for  bathers,  this  lake  is  well  stocked  with 
rainbow  trout  which  can  be  fished  from  the  shore  by 
casting.  Located  12  miles  east  on  Highway  No.  1  and 
two  and  a  half  miles  south  on  a  dirt  graded  road,  the 
lake  is  Quite  accessible  but  fishermen  must  bring  their 
own  equipment. 

ARMSTRONG  LAKE:  Like  Cavan  Lake,  this  lake  has 
good  fishing  potentialities  but  is  not  suited  for  swim- 
ming. However  it  does  have  comfort  stations  and  a 
camping  area.  Situated  seven  miles  south  of  Irvine, 
which  is  38  miles  east  of  Medicine  Hat  on  Highway 
No.  1,  the  lake  has  no  overnight  accommodations  but 
cabins  can  be  secured  at  Elkwater  Lake  which  is  seven 
miles  south. 

RATTLESNAKE  COULEE  RESERVOIR:  Approxi- 
mately 14  miles  west  of  Medicine  Hat,  has  good  trout 
fishing  but  there  are  no  camping  accommodations. 

LETHBRIDGE  AREA 

Waterton  Lakes  National  Park,  one  of  the  scenic 
wonders  of  the  Canadian  Rockies,  is  within  easy  driving 
distance  of  Lethbridge.  However  for  those  persons 
wishing  to  spend  a  day  or  a  weekend  holiday  within 
50  miles  distance  from  this  thriving  city  of  the  south, 
there  are  lesser  lakes  to  delight  the  angler,  the  swimmer, 
and  the  camper. 


GRASSY  LAKE  RESERVOIR:  Considered  to  be  the 
best  trout  fishing  lake  in  southern  Alberta,  this  reservoir 
lies  five  miles  south  and  two  miles  west  of  the  town 
of  Grassy  Lake  which  is  on  Highway  No.  3  about  57 
miles  east  of  Lethbridge.  Although  there  are  no  camping 
facilities,  boats  can  be  rented  and  there  is  a  lunch 
counter.  The  water  is  exceptionally  clear  but  the 
beaches  are  not  too  favorable  for  children  or  non- 
swimmers. 

KEHO  LAKE:  Twenty-five  miles  north-west  of  Leth- 
bridge on  Highway  No.  23„  this  lake  has  fresh  clear 
water  and  is  noted  for  pike  fishing.  The  east  shore 
has  a  very  good  bathing  beach  but  no  camping  or 
picnicking  facilities.    Boats  can  be  hired. 

PARK  LAKE:  Situated  20  miles  north-west  of  Leth- 
bridge on  Highway  No.  25,  this  lake  is  excellent  for 
boating  and  bathing.  Pike  fishing  is  fair  but  no  boats 
are  for  hire.  Lovely  shade  trees  form  an  ideal  camp 
ground  which  has  numerous  kitchens,  playgrounds  and 
bath  houses. 

HENDERSON  LAKE:  Lying  within  the  city  of  Leth- 
bridge, this  lake  has  complete  facilities  for  picnicking. 
There  is  a  playground,  dance  hall  and  lunch  counter 
on  the  north  shore  and  the  Henderson  Lake  golf  course 
is  situated  on  the  south  side. 

WRITING-ON-STONE  PARK:  Although  this  park  lies 
outside  the  50  miles  range  of  Lethbridge,  it  possesses 
such  remarkable  scenery  that  it  is  well  worth  the  extra 
mileage.  Lying  32  miles  east  of  Milk  River  town  on 
the  Lucky  Strike  road,  the  park  campgrounds  have 
kitchens,  bath  houses,  ball  diamond,  and  playgrounds. 
West  of  the  playgrounds  are  the  strange  Indian  inscrip- 
tions on  the  wind-eroded  sandstones  bordering  the  Milk 
River.  Surrounding  the  clearing  are  the  weird  sand- 
stone "hoodoos,"  which  have  been  molded  into  fantastic 
shapes  by  wind  and  rain. 

TAPER  PARK:  Well  cared  for  with  numerous  kitchens 
and  lovely  shade  trees,  this  park  is  located  two  miles 
north  of  Taber  on  the  Vauxhall  road.  Ideal  for  over- 
night camping. 

CHIN  LAKES:  Consisting  of  a  series  of  lakes  on.  the 
St.  Marys  River-Milk  River  irrigation  system,  these 
lakes  are  situated  approximately  20  miles  east  of  Leth- 
bridge and  can  be  approached  from  Chin,  Cranford, 
and  Taber.  Pike  fishing  is  good  and  beaches  for  swim- 
ming are  reported  to  be  fair.  There  are  no  camping 
facilities  or  boats  for  rent. 

CALGARY  AREA 

Other  than  a  few  prairie  reservoirs  which  have 
been  stocked  with  fish,  there  are  only  two  lakes  in 
the  Calgary  area  that  are  popular  weekend  vacation 
sites.  Chestermere  Lake,  fifteen  miles  east  of  Calgary 
on  Highway  No.  1,  and  Ghost  River  Reservoir  which  is 
thirty  miles  west  of  Calgary  on  the  same  highway,  lend 
themselves  to  fishing  and  boating  but  are  not  suitable 
for  swimming.  Limited  picnic  and  camping  grounds 
are  located  adjacent  to  each  lake. 

Due  to  their  proximity  to  Banff,  a  vast  majority  of 
the  people  from  Calgary  and  area  are  fortunate  in 
being  able  to  spend  their  weekend  in  Canada's  famous 
Rocky  Mountain  resort  area. 

For  others  who  enjoy  fishing,  camping,  and  magni- 
ficent scenery,  the  forest  reserve  area  along  the  foothills 
of  the  Rockies  has  an  abundance  of  each.  There  are 
excellent  fishing  spots  along  numerous  rivers  and  streams 
such  as  the  Highwood  River,  Elbow  River,  Sheep  River, 


Little  Red  Deer  River,  Ram  River  and  Nordegg  River. 
Angling  is  not  permitted  on  the  tributaries  of  many 
of  these  rivers  but  the  number  of  streams,  on  which 
fishing  is  unrestricted,  is  almost  endless. 

Many  of  the  streams  possess  incomparable  beauty 
and  little  clearings  along  the  banks  afford  natural 
campsites.  Forestry  roads  running  from  Coleman  to 
Nordegg  are  joined  to  the  main  highivays  by  trunk 
roads.  These  roads  offer  vistas  of  unparalleled  moun- 
tain and  foothill  splendour. 

RED  DEER  AREA 

The  Red  Deer  area  cannot  be  considered  a  major 
resort  centre  but  for  those  who  have  a  limited  vacation 
budget,  both  in  money  and  time,  the  possibilities  of 
delightful  outings  are  unexcelled  anywhere  in  the 
Province. 

RED  DEER  RIVER:  Not  easily  accessible  except  at 
a  few  points  along  the  weird  canyon  which  commences 
in  the  vicinity  of  Delburne,  this  river  possesses  some 
unusually  spectacular  scenery.  Trochu,  Morrin  and 
Munson  ferries  provide  points  of  access  to  the  river. 
A  couple  of  days  spent  camping  among  the  sagebrush 
covered  slopes  and  sun-drenched  valley  at  any  of  these 
three  points  can  be  a  novel  and  satisfying  experience. 
Fishing  for  goldeye,  pickerel  and  chub  is  usually  suc- 
cessful. Fossil  remains,  insect,  plant  and  bird  life, 
much  of  which  is  peculiar  only  to  this  river  valley, 
offer  a  pleasant  diversion  for  those  interested  in  nature 
study. 

GULL  LAKE:  Aspen  Beach,  on  the  south  end  of  the 
lake,  is  10  miles  west  of  Lacombe.  Camping  space 
has  been  provided  along  the  wide  sandy  beach.  Swim- 
ming is  good  and  the  main  fish  found  in  this  lake 
are  pike.  Cabins  are  available  at  Bentley,  seven  miles 
west,  or  at  Lacombe.  The  Lacombe  Experimental  Station 
which  has  picnic  facilities,  is  a  point  of  interest  to 
visit  ivhile  in  the  vicinity. 

PINE  LAKE:  One  of  Alberta's  most  productive  perch 
lakes  is  also  a  popular  resort  centre.  Resting  in  a 
tranquil  setting  of  aspen  and  Cottonwood  slopes,  the 
lake  is  bordered  by  ten  commercial  resorts,  where  boats, 
tackle,  and  equipment  are  available.  Swimming  is 
done  only  at  the  private  resort  beaches  as  these  are 
kept  clean  by  the  owners.  Camping  and  trailer  space 
is  available  at  various  points;  also  facilities  for  picnics 


such  as  tables  and  stoves.  Pine  Lake  is  reached  by 
Highway  No.  42,  which  runs  east  from  Penhold. 

SYLVAN  LAKE:  Although  abnormally  high  level  of 
ivater  has  washed  away  much  of  the  former  beachstrip, 
the  south  shore  of  this  lake  continues  to  be  one  of  the 
most  popular  swimming  spots  in  central  Alberta.  The 
main  resort  area  has  refreshment  booths,  playgrounds, 
picnic  shelters,  dance  halls,  theatres,  cabins  and  hotels. 
Situated  near  Highway  No.  11,  14  miles  west  of  Red 
Deer,  the  lake  is  suited  for  pike  fishing  which  has 
been  improving  steadily  for  the  past  two  years. 

BUFFALO  LAKE:  The  main  beach,  nine  miles  north 
of  Erskine  (41  miles  east  of  Lacombe),  has  summer 
cottages  and  picnic  grounds.  The  lake  is  suited  for 
swimming,  boating  and  fishing. 

EDMONTON  AREA 

Within  one  to  two  hours  driving  distance  of  Edmon- 
ton there  is  an  abundance  of  lakes  and  streams  nestled 
amid  a  variety  of  scenery  ranging  from  rolling  farmland 
to  rugged  bush  country,  awaiting  to  be  discovered  by 
those  who  enjoy  outdoor  activities  such  as  swimming, 
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camping  and  fishing.  The  more  developed  vacation 
centres  have  picnic  grounds,  cabin  and  motel  accom- 
modations. Beaches  are  excellent  for  bathing  and  a 
re-stocking  program  is  providing  an  abundance  of  fish 
for  the  angler. 

Pigeon  Lake 

The  sandy  bottom  and  shoreline  of  this  lake  make 
it  one  of  the  more  popular  holiday  centres  in  the 
province.  Four  main  beaches  are  located  around  its 
perimeter. 

Ma-Me-0  Beach,  26  miles  west  of  Wetaskiwin,  on 
Highway  No.  19,  has  a  good  sand  beach,  boats  for  hire, 
cabins,  and  camp  grounds.  Mulhurst  Beach,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  lake,  also  has  a  sand  beach,  boats  for 
hire  and  some  cabins. 

Although  Sandholm  Beach,  on  the  north  end  of  the 
lake,  is  not  too  well  developed,  it  has  a  good  beach 
and  boats  can  be  hired.  Fisherholm  Beach,  which  is 
at  the  extreme  north-west  corner  of  the  lake,  is  ideal 
for  fishing.  The  beach  is  not  too  good  but  camp  grounds 
have  been  provided  and  boats  are  for  hire. 

BATTLE  LAKE:  Located  seven  miles  west  of  Ma-Me-0 
Beach,  this  lake  has  a  sandy  bottom  but  the  beach  is 
poor  to  fair.  Measuring  five  miles  long  by  one-quarter 
mile  wide.  Battle  Lake  is  noted  for  pike  fishing  and 
some  boats  can  be  hired.  A  drive  along  the  north 
side  of  the  lake  is  recommended  for  those  who  enjoy 
beautiful  scenery. 

WIZARD  LAKE:  Originally  known  as  Conjuring  Lake, 
this  lake  is  particularly  good  for  pike  and  perch.  Jubilee 
Park  at  the  east  end  of  the  lake,  which  is  12  miles 
south  of  Calmar,  is  now  being  developed  and  has  fire- 
places, tables,  boat  house,  refreshment  stand,  and  ball 
diamond.  The  shoreline  is  rocky  and  is  not  well  suited 
for  bathing. 

CmCHAKO  LAKE:  Six  miles  north  of  Highway  No. 
16  at  Stony  Plain  and  then  five  miles  on  north-west 
diagonal.  Good  road  through  hilly,  scenic  country. 
Nestled  in  a  valley,  the  lake  has  a  sandy  bottom  and 
clear  water.  There  is  no  beach  or  concession  but  its 
chief  asset  is  the  natural  beauty  of  the  sourrounding 


countryside.  Sauer  Lake,  immediately  adjacent  to 
Chichako  Lake  has  good  fishing,  fine  scenery  and  is 
ideal  for  picnics. 

WHITEWOOD  LAKE:  North  of  Highway  16  between 
Fallis  and  Wabamun  (three  miles  west  from  Wabamun 
Corner  and  one  and  a  half  miles  north).  Measuring 
160  acres  in  size,  this  lake  has  a  soft  sandy  beach  and 
has  a  good  supply  of  pike  and  some  trout.  There  are 
meagre  facilities  for  boats,  cabins  or  food. 

STAR  LAKE:  A  small  lake  three  miles  southwest  of 
Carvel  Corner  and  two  miles  west,  it  offers  good  trout 
fishing  but  swimming  is  limited.  There  is  a  small  beach 
and  boats  are  available, 

MUIR  LAKE:  Six  miles  north  and  two  miles  west  of 
Spruce  Grove,  can  be  reached  on  excellent  gravel  road. 
Very  scenic  spot.  Quite  undeveloped  but  will  reveal 
good  beach  in  time.  Ideal  for  boating  and  was  recently 
stocked  with  trout. 

WAKAMAO  LAKE:  Recently  stocked  with  perch,  this 
lake  has  a  sand  beach  and  is  a  good  picnic  spot.  It, 
is  located  five  miles  east  of  Clyde. 


HASSE  LAKE:  Not  suited  for  swimming  but  recognized 
as  one  of  the  best  trout  fishing  lakes  in  vicinity  of 
Edmonton.  Can  be  reached  by  travelling  west  on  High- 
way No.  16  to  Beach  Corner,  south  around  Cottage 
Lake  and  then  west  to  Cottage  Lake  School  corner 
which  is  at  the  first  road  allowance.  The  road  then 
winds  through  hilly  country  two  and  a  half  miles  south 
and  west  for  one  half  mile  to  Hasse  Lake.  There  are 
no  boats  or  accommodations  as  this  lake  is  one  of  the 
"potholes"  that  have  received  plantings  of  rainbow  trout. 

STURGEON  RIVER:  The  mouth  of  this  river  has  long 
been  a  favourite  picnic  spot  for  people  in  the  area. 
It  has  good  swimming  and  fishing.  It  can  be  reached 
by  turning  north  at  the  west  side  of  the  Fort  Saskatche- 
wan bridge,  and  following  the  road  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Sturgeon  River  where  it  empties  into  the  North  Sas- 
katclieivan.  There  is  also  good  pike  fishing  upstream 
from  St.  Albert. 

MOTOR  DRIVES:  A  lovely  scenic  drive  runs  from 
Duffield,  10  miles  south  to  Genesse,  and  back  along  the 
North  Saskatchewan  River  to  Whitemud  Creek  near 
Edmonton.  The  route  offers  the  pleasure  of  beautiful 
country,  many  spots  for  picnics,  and  shallow  sand  bars 
along  the  river's  edge  that  are  safe  for  swimming.  A 
canoe  trip  from  Genesee  to  Whitemud  cannot  be  beaten. 
For  the  adventurous,  gold  panning  is  possible  on  almost 
all  sandbars. 

An  ideal  picnicking  and  camping  trip  can  be  taken 
through  some  undeveloped  country  from  Wetaskiwin  to 
Buck  Lake  on  Highway  19.  From  there  the  road  leads 
across  Alder  Flats,  across  the  Wolf  River,  and  finally 
stops  at  the  Saskatchewan  River.  Lumber  roads  in 
this  area  are  usually  in  fine  condition  during  summer. 

One  motor  drive  that  is  particularly  exhilarating  in 
fall  is  one  through  wonderful  country  from  Lacombe,  to 
Bentley,  to  Bluffton,  Breton,  Sunny  Brook,  Thorsby, 
Calmar,  and  to  Leduc.  The  road  is  usually  in  excellent 
condition. 

ST.  PAUL  AREA 

A  glance  at  a  map  will  show  why  St.  Paul  is  the 
centre  of  a  sports  fishing  paradise.  Surrounded  on 
all  sides  by  a  vast  number  of  lakes  and  rivers,  the  people 
of  this  district  are  blessed  with  endless  opportunities 
for  summer  weekend  excursions. 


SEIBERT  LAKE:  Although  outside  the  50  mile  radius, 
this  lake  is  noted  for  its  outstanding  fishing.  Located 
60  miles  north  of  St.  Paul,  there  is  a  good  gravelled 
road  as  far  as  Truman  but  the  remaining  20  miles 
is  a  bush  trail  and  is  not  recommended  during  wet 
weather.  The  lake  has  a  sandy  bottom,  is  clean  at 
all  times,  and  offers  unlimited  camping  possibilities 
although  no  vacation  concessions  are  available.  Un- 
limited small  pickerel  and  large  pike  up  to  42  pounds 
have  been  caught.  A  fisherman  is  almost  assured  of 
catching  some  20  pound  pike  during  his  trip. 

COLD  LAKE:  Can  he  reached  via  Highway  28.  The 
town  of  Cold  Lake,  situated  on  its  shore,  has  cabin 
and  hotel  accommodation  but  is  usually  crowded.  The 
lake  has  several  sandy  beaches,  good  clean  water,  and 
is  suited  for  swimming  and  boating.  There  is  very 
good  pike  and  pickerel  fishing;  also  some  Inlce  trout 
fishing  in  early  spring  and  late  fall.  Boats  are  avail- 
able for  hire. 

MURIEL  LAKE:  Sandy  beaches  and  clean  water  pro- 
vide good  swimming,  and  pike  may  be  found  in  abund- 
ance by  the  fisherman.  Located  12  miles  south  of 
Bonnyville,  this  lake  has  no  cabins  but  boats  are  avail- 
able for  hire,  and  suitable  camping  grounds  can  be 
found. 


MOOSE  LAKE:  Six  miles  west  of  Bonnyville  on  High- 
way 28.  Swimming  and  boating  is  good,  water  remains 
clear  until  late  summer.  Fishing  for  pike,  pickerel 
and  perch  is  reported  good.  Boats  are  available  for 
hire  and  there  are  cabins  for  rent. 

LONG  LAKE:  Located  on  Highway  28,  seven  miles 
north  of  Elk  Point.  Beaches  are  muddy  and  the  lake 
is  poor  for  swimming  but  fishing  for  pike,  pickerel  and 
perch  is  good.  Boats  are  available;  camp  grounds 
have  been  provided  but  there  are  no  cabins. 

FORK  LAKE:  Very  good  swimming,  excellent  white 
sand  beaches,  and  fine  pike  fishing,  are  the  main  attri- 
butes of  this  lake  located  40  miles  north  of  St.  Paul 
on  a  good  gravelled  road.  No  cabins  or  boats  are 
available  but  there  are  very  good  camping  possibilities. 

LAKE  ST.  VINCENT:  Offers  good  swimming  until  late 
summer,  and  good  pike  and  perch  fishing  throughout 
the  season.  Situated  seven  miles  north  of  St.  Paul 
on  a  gravelled  road,  the  lake  has  a  sandy  beach;  there 
are  boats  for  hire,  some  cabins,  and  good  camping 
grounds. 

FLOATING  STONE  LAKE:  Gravel  road  two  miles 
east  and  seven  miles  north  of  Spedden  leads  to  within 
one-half  mile  of  the  lake.  There  is  one  sandy  beach 
for  swimming,  and  good  pike,  pickerel  and  perch  fish- 
ing. Boats  are  readily  available,  and  there  are  cabins 
and  camping  grounds. 

PEACE  RIVER  AREA 

Lakes,  rivers  and  streams  that  have  made  the  Peace 
River  Country  one  of  Canada's  finest  duck  and  goose 
shooting  areas,  also  provide  a  variety  of  vacation  oppor- 
tunities. People  in  such  population  centres  as  Grande 
Prairie,  Peace  River,  and  High  Prairie  have  easy  access 
to  the  pleasures  of  outdoor  life  such  as  camping,  pic- 
nicking, fishing  and  swimming. 

STURGEON  LAKE:  Although  the  beaches  are  unde- 
veloped, this  lake  that  lies  60  miles  east  of  Grande 
Prairie  has  occassional  stretches  of  sand  along  its  shore- 
line and  the  water  is  usually  quite  clean.  Fishing  for 
Northern  pike,  perch,  and  pickerel  is  good.  Boats  are 
for  hire  and  the  camping  grounds  are  located  near 
tackle  shops,  refreshment  booths  and  cabins. 

Continued  on  Page  7 
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A HELICOPTER  flight  into  inaccessible 
foothills  country  for  on  the  spot 
investigation  or  concentrated  re- 
search work  on  scale  project  models  are 
all  part  of  a  days  work  for  engineers  of 
the  Alberta  Government  Water  Resources 
Branch. 

The  development  of  new  farming  areas, 
increased  industrialization,  and  growing 
population  are  placing  increased  demands 
on  the  Province's  supply  of  water  and  in 
some  cases  are  disrupting  the  balance  that 
nature  has  provided  in  rivers  and  streams. 
It  is  the  job  of  the  water  resources  engineers 
to  take  steps  that  will  augment  nature  by 
placing  water  under  control. 

Water  conservation,  flood  control,  irri- 
gation projects,  and  hydro-electric  power 
development  are  of  major  importance  to 
the  economy  of  the  province.  Two  of  many 
projects  being  carried  on  this  year  by  the 
Water  Resources  Branch,  are  vitally  con- 
cerned with  these  problems. 

Aerial  photographs  have  shown  that 
the  Brazeau  River,  with  headwaters  in 
slopes  of  the  Rockies  south  of  Mountain 
Park,  would  seemingly  be  suited  for  dams 
that  would  not  only  control  flood  conditions 
on  the  North  Saskatchewan  and  Pembina 
rivers,  but  which  could  also  be  used  to 
provide  hydro-electric  power. 

Dense  bush  and  muskeg  swamps  pre- 
vented land  parties  on  several  occasions 
from  reaching  the  river.  Last  month, 
through  the  co-operation  of  the  R.C.A.F. 
base  at  Namao,  a  twin  rotor  Piasecki  heli- 
copter flew  three  water  resources  engineers 
into  the  remote  area. 

After  being  landed  on  a  sand  bar  in 
the  river  at  a  point  28  miles  southwest 
of  Drayton  Valley,  the  engineers  were  able 
to  take  soil  samples,  assess  the  river  flow, 
and  get  a  close  look  at  the  surrounding 
terrain.  Their  findings  justified  expecta- 
tions of  potential  development. 

The  banks  of  the  river,  rising  sharply 
to  heights  of  150  to  200  feet,  are  ideal 
for  the  location  of  a  damsite.  The  terrain 
of  the  country  behind  these  towering  cliffs 
forms  a  natural  reservoir  that  would  hold 
325,000  acre  feet  of  water,  nearly  double 
that  contained  in  reservoirs  at  Alberta's 
largest  power  project — the  Spray  Lake 
Development.  An  alternate  damsite  down- 
river would  increase  this  total  by  185,000 
acre  feet. 

The  development  of  this  project  could 
include  the  diversion  of  both  the  Nordegg 
River  and  Pembina  River  into  the  main 
dam,  to  remedy  flooding  caused  by  run- 
offs of  both  rivers  in  the  Pembina  River 
Valley  and  the  North  Saskatchewan. 

Many  Benefits 

The  other  benefits  would  be  manifold. 
Pollution  of  the  North  Saskatchewan  River 
during  February,  March,  and  April  could 
be  reduced  by  releasing  the  stored  excess 
of  water  during  these  periods  thereby 
diluting  the  sewage  effluent  being  released 
into  the  river.  Industrial  plants  and  grow- 
ing population  along  the  North  Saskatche- 
wan would  be  assured  a  constant  supply 
of  water.  Power  projects  utilizing  the  rapid 
drop  in  the  Brazeau  River  and  its  reliable 
flow  of  water  could  have  as  much  potential 
as  those  now  being  developed  on  the  Bow 
River. 

The  Brazeau  River  Project  is  being  care- 
fully studied  for  future  development.  An- 


Range  Widely 
Dam  Sites 

other  project  that  will  be  put  into  operation 
this  year  may  not  benefit  such  a  wide  sec- 
tion of  the  province  but  for  those  concerned 
it  is  extremely  necessary. 

Kleskun  Hill,  18  miles  east  of  Grande 
Prairie,  has  been  a  problem  child.  Lying 
north  of  the  main  highway,  its  rounded 
contour  and  deep  gullies  form  a  natural 
funnel  which  channels  run-off  water  into 
swift  flowing  streams  that  have  been  carry- 
ing off  valuable  topsoil  and  washing  out 
highways  ever  since  the  brush  was  cleared 
and  soil  broken  on  its  slopes. 

The  extremely  erodable  type  of  soil  and 
sharp  drop  in  elevation  of  farm  land  facing 
the  hill  presented  major  problems.  High- 
way ditches  would  be  eroded  out  to  depths 
up  to  ten  feet  during  periods  of  heavy 
run-off.  Farm  land  would  be  washed  away 
and  each  depression  in  the  relatively  flat 
land  would  become  stagnant  pools  of 
water. 

Water  Resources  engineers  tackled  the 
problem  by  constructing  scale  models  of 
a  flume  that  would  carry  the  water  off 


without  creating  destruction.  Each  stage 
of  a  heavy  run-off  had  to  be  re-enacted 
in  miniature.  For  over  a  year  they  experi- 
mented with  different  types  of  flumes  that 
would  withstand  the  extremely  high  rate 
of  flow.  Methods  of  letting  the  water  down 
in  easy  stages  so  as  not  to  wash  out  ditches, 
were  also  studied.  Many  problems  were 
overcome  by  implementing  entirely  new 
ideas. 

Original  Design 

A  super-elevated  flume  to  carry  the 
water  under  the  highway,  through  a  ninety 
degree  turn,  is  probably  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  Western  Canada.  Water  running 
at  the  rate  of  15  feet  per  second,  as  com- 
pared to  the  recommended  two  feet  per 
second  for  canals,  would  course  through 


the  flume.  Scale  models  showed  that  shock 
waves  set  up  as  the  water  passed  around 
the  corner  would  cause  the  water  to  shoot 
over  the  edge  of  the  canal.  By  banking 
the  flume,  much  like  a  highway  corner,  the 
shock  waves  were  prevented  and  the  water 
was  allowed  to  continue  on  its  way. 

When  completed  the  project  will  cost 
approximately  $200,000  and  will  consist 
of  one  mile  of  semi-circular  metal  flume, 
followed  by  3,000  feet  of  plywood  flume 
and  2,190  feet  of  pre-cast  concrete  flume. 
This  section  will  parallel  the  main  high- 
way. After  the  water  is  diverted  under 
the  main  highway  the  flume  will  be 
widened  out  from  8  feet  to  a  20-foot  ditch. 
Six  drop  structures  will  let  the  water  down 
in  easy  stages  until  it  reaches  a  natural 
watercourse  which  eventually  leads  to  the 
Wapiti  River. 

The  manner  in  which  metal,  plywood, 
and  pre-cast  concrete  are  being  used,  is  a 
complete  departure  from  conventional 
flume  construction.  Instead  of  being 
mounted  on  a  raised  trellice,  ditches  will 
be  excavated  to  fit  the  form  of  the  flumes. 
In  this  manner,  run-off  will  be  able  to  flow 
directly  from  the  fields  into  the  flume  at 
any  point.  The  problem  of  preventing 
water  from  cutting  under  the  construction 
was  solved  by  placing  an  18-inch  wide 
metal  strip  along  each  side  of  the  flume. 
A  gravel  filter  drain  under  the  flume  will 
collect  seepage  which  is  then  drawn  up- 


wards through  suction  created  by  the  water 
passing  over  pipes  which  enter  the  flume 
on  an  angle,  inclined  in  the  direction  of  the 
main  water  flow. 

Other  problems  such  as  expansion  and 
contraction  of  concrete  had  to  be  carefully 
calculated.  A  special  sealer  has  been  de- 
signed to  stop  water  from  entering  the  joints 
between  sections  of  concrete  flume.  At 
the  same  time  these  sealers  will  allow  for 
the  expansion  caused  by  extreme  weather 
conditions. 

Work  is  expected  to  start  on  this  pro- 
ject during  July.  When  completed,  sights 
such  as  washouts  on  roads  large  enough 
to  contain  a  house,  or  tons  of  valuable  farm- 
land lying  in  ditches,  will  be  a  thing  of 
the  past.    ^  • 


A  sand  bar  in  the  Brazeau  River,  28  miles  south-west  of  Drayton  Valley,  was 
the  landing  strip  for  an  R.C.A.F.  helicopter  which  carried  engineers  of  the  Water 
Resources  Branch  into  an  area  that  was  otherwise  inaccessible.  In  the  foreground 
(left  to  right)  engineers  Reg  Bailey,  Ralph  Granath,  and  Don  Perrin,  set  out  on  foot 
to  explore  the  surrounding  terrain.  The  river  bank  in  the  background  may  eventually 
be  part  of  a  damsite  providing  one  of  the  largest  water  reservoirs  in  Alberta. 
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Travel  Bureau's  New  Mobile  Unit  Is 
Located  at  Montana's  St.  Mary  Junction 


In  anticipation  of,  and  to  help  the  enjoy- 
ment of,  the  2,000,000  tourists  expected 
in  Alberta  this  year,  the  Alberta  Govern- 
ment Travel  Bureau  has  stepped  up  its 
efforts  to  give  service  to  the  visitors  by 
additional  tourist  helps.  Outstanding 
among  these  is  the  Alberta  Government 
Travel  Bureau  information  trailer  opened 
June  12  at  St.  Mary,  Montana.  Located 
at  the  junction  of  two  main  U.S.  highways 
that  lead  into  Canada,  the  trailer  is  the 
first  of  what  is  hoped  will  be  a  number  of 
mobile  tourist  information  centres. 

Duties  of  the  people  manning  the  tourist 
information  center  will  call  for  distribution 
of  maps,  informative  data  on  the  province 
and  points  therein,  and  also  an  added 
accommodation  service  newly  available 
this  year.  The  trailer  is  linked  by  phone 
to  the  teletype  network  that  joins  Edmon- 
ton, Calgary,  Banff,  Jasper,  Waterton,  Leth- 
bridge,  and  Fort  Macleod.  By  this  network, 
the  traveller  can  arrange  for  reservation  of 
accommodation  at  any  of  these  points 
through  the  reservation  service  of  the 
A.M. A.  and  the  Canadian  Rockies  Tourist 
Association. 


The  great  need  for  this  type  of  tourist 
direction  was  exemplified  by  the  fact  that, 
while  the  trailer  was  being  set  up  and 
made  ready  for  the  summer's  service  well 
before  the  official  opening,  several  requests 
for  information  on  Alberta  were  made  by 
passing  travellers  of  the  Department  of 
Economic  Affairs  staff  members  who  were 
setting  up  the  trailer. 

Officials  of  the  Montana  government, 
tourist  and  highway  departments  joined 
with  members  of  the  Alberta  government  in 
observances  marking  the  official  opening. 
The  picture  above  shows  the  precise 
moment  of  unveiling  of  the  mobile  bureau 
at  the  opening  ceremonies.  From  left  to 
right  are  E.  S.  Bryant,  director  of  advertis- 
ing for  the  Department  of  Economic  Affairs; 
W.  Thomson,  manager  of  the  Alberta 
Government  travel  office  at  Fort  Macleod, 
Alberta;  Hon.  A.  Russell  Patrick,  Minister 
of  Economic  Affairs  for  Alberta;  Mel 
Fengstad,  president  of  the  Canadian 
Rockies  Tourist  Association;  Governor  J. 
Aranson  of  the  State  of  Montana,  and  the 
Hon.  Jamies  Hartley,  Minister  of  Public 
Works  for  the  Alberta  Government.  • 


Quick  Action  is  Foreseen 
Tiirougli  Board's  Hearings 

Greater  dispatch  in  the  handling  of 
disputes  arising  from  disagreements  be- 
tween city,  town  or  village  zoning  or  build- 
ing by-laws  and  wants  of  individuals  or 
groups  has  been  arranged  through  oral 
hearings  of  the  Provincial  Planning  Advi- 
sory Board.  The  board  which  recently  had 
two  new  members  added,  arbitrates  on  all 
disputes  and  appeals. 

The  board  last  year  handled  about  75 
cases.  Almost  all  were  by  correspondence. 
In  order  to  speed  up  the  procedure,  oral 
hearings  can  now  be  ordered  to  settle  all 
appeals.  The  five-man  board  sits  twice 
monthly,  once  at  Edmonton  and  once  at 
Calgary,  for  the  purpose  of  oral  hearings. 
At  least  three  members  are  present  at  each 
case. 

Most  of  the  appeals  come  from  indi- 
viduals or  property  owners  who  object  to 
a  ruling  made  by  municipal  councils  on 
certain  matters.  Zoning  bylaws  and  interim 


development  bylaws  are  usually  the  sub- 
jects of  criticism. 

The  Provincial  Planning  Advisory  Board 
also  assists  Alberta  cities,  towns  and  vil- 
lages in  development  and  future  planning, 
when  so  invited.  Reports  and  recommenda- 
tions are  made  regarding  zoning  by-laws 
street  systems,  traffic  control,  parks 
and  playgrounds,  housing  and  building 
standards. 

In  addition,  the  board  oversees  the 
organization  of  each  of  Alberta's  five  dis- 
trict planning  areas  and  appoints  repre- 
sentatives to  the  area  board.  Regulations 
regarding  subdivision  control  are  studied 
by  the  board  and  administered  through- 
out Alberta. 

Two  new  members  appointed  to  the 
board  were  John  H.  Halloway,  Chairman  of 
the  Public  Service  Commission  and  former 
Director  of  Town  Planning,  and  C.  W.  Les- 
ter, Director  of  Surveys. 

Other  board  members  are  the  Hon.  A.  J. 
Hooke,  Minister  of  Municipal  Affairs,  Chair- 
man; A.  W.  Morrison,  Deputy-Minister  of 
Municipal  Affairs,  and  H.  N.  Lash,  Director 
of  Town  and  Rural  Planning.  • 


Coming  Events 

During  1956  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many 
events  of  interest  in  provincial,  national  and  internation- 
al spheres.  Within  Our  Borders  will  list  all  such 
Coming  Events  possible.  Information  on  these  sched- 
uled events  should  be  forwarded  to  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  Room  502,  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
July    1  National  Conference  Canadian 

Women's  Press  Club  Edmonton 

July    1-  4     Mutual  Life  Assur.  Co.  of  Can  Banff 

July    2         Rassano  .Stampede   Bassano 

July    4         High  River  Rodeo   High  River 

July    4-  5     Stettler  Stampede   Stettler 

July    7         Coleman  Rodeo   Coleman 

July    9-14     Calgary  Stampede   Calgary 

July  9- 

August  4   Recreation  Leadership  School  Red  Deer 

July  11-21     Historical  Pageant   Jasper 

July  16-17     Cardston  Stampede   Cardston 

July  16-21     Edmonton  Exhibition   Edmonton 

July  19-21  Medicine  Hat  Exhibition 

and  Stampede  Medicine  Hat 

July  19-22     Banff  Indians  Days   Banff 

July  23-25     Lloydminster  Fair  Lloydminster 

July  25         Bruce  Stampede   Bruce 

July  25         Gem  Rodeo   Gem 

July  25-26     Benalto  Fair  and  Stampede  Benalto 

July  26-28     Lethbridge  Rodeo  Lethbridge 

July  26-28     Vermilion  Fair   Vermilion 

July  30- 

August  1    Wetaskiwin  Fair   Wetaskiivin 

July  30- 

August  1    Vegreville  Fair   Vegreville 

Aug.    1        Imperial  Ranch  Rodeo   Byemoor 

Aug.    2        Grande  Centre  Fair  Grande  Centre 

Aug.    1-  2  Barrhead  Fair  Barrhead 

Aug.    2-  4  Red  Deer  Fair                           Red  Deer 

Aug.    3-  4     Grande  Prairie  Fair  Grande  Prairie 

Aug.    3-  4  St.  Paul  Fair                                St.  Paul 

Aug.    4-  6  Drayton  Valley  Oilmen's 

Rodeo   Drayton  Valley 

Aug.    6-  8    Camrose  Agricultural  Society   Camrose 

Aug.    6-  9    Army  &  Navy  Veterans  in  Can  Calgary 

Aug.    7-  8    Barrhead  Kinsmen  Stampede  Barrhead 

Aug.    7-  8    Donnelly-Falher-Girouxville  Fair   Falher 

Aug.    8        Lamont  Fair  Lamont 

Aug.    9-10    Battle  River  Fair  Battle  River 

Aug.  10-11     Olds  Fair   Olds 

Aug.  11         Sandy  Lake  Rodeo   Morinville 

Aug.  11-27    Fall  Race  Meet   Edmonton 

Aug.  13-15    Grande  Prairie  Rodeo  Grande  Prairie 

Aug.  14-15    High  Prairie  Fair  High  Prairie 

Aug.  14-15  Westlock  Fair  Westlock 

Aug.  15  Mayerthorpe  Fair  Ma\erthorpe 

Aug.  15  Lousana  Fair  Lousana 

Vacation  Locations 

Continued  from  Page  5) 

SASKATOON  LAKE:  Ten  miles  west  of  Grande  Prairie 
on  a  gravel  road.  Excellent  for  boating,  has  fine  camp- 
ing and  picnic  area,  and  planting  of  perch  should  pro- 
vide good  fishing  within  the  next  year.  Shoreline  is 
quite  marshy  and  water  rather  cloudy.  Cabin  accom- 
modation available. 

WAPITI  RIVER:  An  excellent  spot  for  family  picnick- 
ing on  the  south  side  of  this  river  can.  be  reached  by 
ferry  which  is  10  miles  south  of  Grande  Prairie.  There 
are  no  cabins,  but  tables,  stoves  and  camping  area 
have  been  provided.  Fishing  for  Dolly  Varden  trout. 
Arctic  grayling  and  Rocky  Mountain  whitefish  is  fair. 

CUTB.4NK  RIVER:  Trout  streams  such  as  Cutbank 
River  and  Nose  Creek  which  are  approximately  60  miles 
south  of  Grande  Prairie,  are  a  delight  to  the  ardent 
fisherman.  Entry  is  possible  over  dirt  roads.  The  trip 
is  through  dense  bushland,  but  once  there  the  angling 
for  Arctic  grayling,  Dolly  Varden  and  Rocky  Mountain 
whitefish  is  so  exceptionally  good  that  it  makes  the 
arduous  trip  worthwhile. 

SNIPE  LAKE  :  Approximately  18  miles  south  of 
Triangle,  has  an  abundance  of  pike  and  perch.  Popu- 
lar with  both  sports  and  commercial  fishermen,  this 
lake  is  located  in  dense  bush  country  and  approach 
roads  are  not  always  in  good  condition. 

CARDINAL  LAKE:  Located  four  miles  north  and 
three  miles  west  of  Grimshaw,  this  lake  is  a  popular 
recreational  centre.  Although  there  are  no  fish,  the 
lake  is  well  suited  for  boating.  Beaches  are  of  hard 
sand,  recreational  area  has  picnic  facilities  and  ball 
diamond. 

WINAGAMI  LAKE:  15  miles  east  of  McLennan  on 
Highway  No.  2.  Good  fishing  for  jackfish,  has  good 
beach  and  can  be  reached  by  graded  road  which  runs 
from  Kathleen  around  south  end  of  lake.  Camping,  pic- 
nicking, swimming,  boating,  and  fishing  are  possible 
at  this  clear  water  lake.  # 
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Forest  Fires  (cont^d) 

Ed  son,  Whitecourt  Areas  Worst  Hit 


sleeping  accommodations  whenever  pos- 
sible. Sometimes,  due  to  the  rapidly  shift- 
ing scene  of  action  the  men  were  forced 
to  rely  on  the  woodsman's  spruce  bough 
hutch  as  a  cover  over  their  heads.  In  a 
few  instances,  some  men  had  to  sleep  over- 
night on  the  bare  ground  when  they  were 
cut  off  by  fire  from  the  main  camp. 

Many  regions  were  inaccessible  from 
roads,  and  transportation  presented  a  great 
problem.  At  Whitecourt,  a  forestry  long 
boat  was  in  constant  use  carrying  men  and 
supplies  up  and  down  the  swollen  Atha- 
basca River.  Even  this  was  hazardous  as 
the  swift  flowing  river  concealed  the 
blackened  trunks  of  half  submerged  trees 
that  had  crashed  into  the  river. 

Each  area  had  its  base  camp  and  it 
was  there  that  the  fighting  tools  such  as 
axes,  shovels  and  waterbags  were  handed 
out  to  the  men.  The  cooks  were  issued 
food,  catskinners  picked  up  fuel,  and  all 
were  sent  into  camps  which  were  near  the 
centre  of  action. 

Regular  Shifts 

Regular  shifts  were  organized  to  keep 
the  men  rested  and  in  fighting  trim.  Occas- 
sionally,  whole  crev/s  of  men  in  isolated 
areas  were  forced  to  work  for  days  on 
end,  catching  only  enough  sleep  to  keep 
them  going,  in  order  to  check  the  blazing 
inferno.  Sometimes  the  fight  would  be  to 
save  their  own  lives  as  changing  winds 
could  send  fire  sweeping  back  through 
areas  that  had  been  burned  over.  Only 
a  man  who  has  been  trapped  knows  the 
terrifying  experience  of  having  roaring 
sheets  of  flame  racing  through  the  tree- 
tops  over  his  head.  A  few  would  not  go 
back  into  action  but  the  vast  majority  will- 
ingly faced  this  hazard  daily  for  more  than 
a  month. 

Sometimes  a  fire  can  be  stopped  by 
backfiring  but  this  procedure  puts  the  fire- 


(TOP):  Charred  embers  and  twisted 
steel  are  all  the  remain  of  Benson's 
lumber  mill,  30  miles  north-west  of 
Whitecourt,  after  fire  swept  through 
the  tall  stands  of  spruce  that  sur 
rounded  the  camp.  A  firefighter  pours 
water  on  the  smoldering  remains  mak- 
in  certain  that  every  spark  is  extin- 
guished. (CENTRE):  Catskinners  in 
the  Whitecourt  area,  holding  a  hurried 
conference  at  a  fire  camp,  was  a  scene 
that  was  re-enacted  many  times 
throughout  the  month-long  battle 
against  destruction  of  the  forests. 
Quickly  refueling,  a  short  briefing  on 
where  to  attack  the  blaze  and  the 
caterpillars  would  rumble  off  through 
the  forest  to  start  bulldozing  new 
firelanes.  (BOTTOM  LEFT):  One  of  the 
heavy  caterpillar  tractors  used  by  the 
firefighting  crews  to  gouge  fire  lanes 
through  the  bush  in  an  effort  to  con- 
fain  the  flanks  of  the  blaze.  Forced  in 
on  itself  through  lack  of  new  fodder, 
the  blaze  is  easier  to  fight  and  perhaps 
extinguish.  (BOTTOM  RIGHT):  Fanned 
by  stiff  winds,  fire  knifes  through  rich 
stands  of  timber  north  of  Edson.  The 
hungry  flames,  devouring  everything 
in  its  path,  send  a  shower  of  sparks 
into  the  surrounding  area  starting 
countless  spot  fires  that  can  soon  turn 
the  forest  into  an  inferno  of  fire,  smoke, 
and  flying  embers. 


fighters  in  a  very  perilous  position.  The 
onrushing  flames  create  great  suction, 
drawing  any  fire  in  its  path  toward  the 
main  body.  When  the  burned  area  is 
reached,  the  fire  should  die,  but  often  the 
flames  will  over-shoot  for  distances  of  up 
to  a  mile,  placing  the  men  in  the  centre 
of  a  blazing  forest. 

The  most  effective  method  used  by  the 
firefighters  to  stop  a  fire  was  to  plow  pro- 
tective firelanes  along  each  flank.  By 
keeping  the  fiery  area  from  widening  they 
could  only  hope  for  a  lull  in  the  wind  so 
that  crews  of  men  with  portable  water 
pumps,  "wajax"  waterbags,  shovels  and 
axes,  could  go  into  the  fire  area  and  stamp 
out  the  flames. 

Smoldering  Embers 

Bulldozers  ripping  out  firelanes  along 
the  flank  of  each  fire,  worked  night  and 
day  in  areas  where  the  muskeg  was  not 
too  treacherous.  After  the  fire  had  passed, 
crews  of  men  went  into  action.  Each 
smoldering  ember  had  to  be  sought  out 
and  extinguished.  Day  after  day  these 
men  would  toil,  carrying  water,  chopping, 
digging,  using  every  method  of  firefighting 
at  their  disposal.  Often  they  would  have 
the  job  nearly  completed,  only  to  have  the 
fire  break  out  anew  and  go  racing  through 
virgin  timber  that  they  were  trying  to 
protect. 

Rains  have  limited  the  danger  of  fresh 
outbreaks  but  121  forest  officers,  45  men 
in  standby  crews  and  50  men  stationed 
at  lookout  towers  are  still  maintaining  a 
constant  vigil.  Working  with  them  are  200 
extra  men  who  have  been  employed  to  help 
in  the  work  of  combing  the  forests  for  signs 
of  danger. 

Each  acre  of  ground  that  has  been 
burned  over  will  have  to  be  searched,  every 
spark  will  have  to  be  tracked  down  and 
extinguished  before  the  forests  will  be  free 
from  fresh  outbreaks.  They  will  not  stop 
their  search  until  the  forests  are  blanketed 
with  snow  next  winter.  • 


